
AP English Language and Composition Syllabus 

 

Alternative Approach 

For this AP English Language and Composition course, students select to learn in a digital/online environment. 

Our online program is a distance education program developed by the school district and housed at the 

Alternative High School. We utilize the power of the Internet which allows any student within our district to 

access the course materials, interact with classmates, and communicate with their teacher 24 hours-a-day, 7 

days a-week. This alternative learning experience allows all students access to learn in an environment that is 

primarily characterized by learning activities that occur away from the regular public school classroom setting. 

The course is a virtual course, which meets through threaded discussion, as opposed to “real time” 

discussions/meetings. Students enjoy the flexibility of learning anywhere, anytime. Students work 

independently, collaboratively in small groups, and one on one with the teacher, all through discussion threads 

devoted to these activities 

 

This AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose 

written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of 

purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s 

purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of 

language contribute to effectiveness in writing. 

 

Upon completing the AP English Language and Composition course students should be able to: 

• analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical 

strategies and techniques; 

• apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing; 

• create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience; 

• write for a variety of purposes; 

• produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and 

develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations, and 

clear transitions; 

• demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own 

writings; 

• demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources; 

• move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, 

drafting, revising, editing, and review; 

• write thoughtfully about their own process of composition; 

• revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience; 

• analyze image as text; and 

• evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers. 

 

Course Texts 

Bartholomae, David and Anthony Petrosky, eds. Ways of Reading: An Anthology for Writers. Bedford/St.Martins 

Press: Boston. Introduction; essays by Percy, Pratt, Freire, Rodriguez. 

Lunsford, Andrea, Ruszkiewicz, John and Keith Walters. Everything’s An Argument with Readings. 2
nd

 Edition. 

Bedford/St. Martin’s: Boston. Chapters 1-21 (on written, spoken, literary and visual arguments), 22 (MLA 

guide) and 23-29 (readings/primary documents organized around themes). 

Miller, George, ed. The Prentice Hall Reader. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. Introduction; essays by 

Thoreau, Douglass, Steinbeck, Sanders, Drozdyk, Lee, Hughes. 

Rounsaville, A, Goldberg, R, Feldman, K, Cabra, A, & Bawarshi, A. Situating Inquiry: an introduction to reading, 

research, and writing at the University of Washington. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's. Chapters 1-10. 

 

Course website with archive of all daily lessons, supplemental activities and resource links 



Teacher-produced materials using: 

Pulitzer.org—archive of photos, speeches, original documentary and other genres of work 

Literature-awards.com/--archive of Nobel and other literature award speeches/press releases 

Nonverbal artifacts 

Franklin, Benjamin. Poor Richard’s Almanac for aphorisms 

Political cartoons, bumper stickers, multimedia works 

Harris, Robert. A Glossary of Literary Terms. 22 May 1997. http://home.cfl.rr.com/eghsap/apterms.html  

Burby, Stephen P. AP English Language and Composition. New York: Simon & Schuster. 2003 

SAT/AP vocabulary lists for vocabulary building and reading comprehension 

University of Washington Expository Writing Program Student/Teacher Resources 

College Admissions Essay Prompts--various 

Historical Primary Documents—various 

Self-selected, pre-approved nonverbal texts and artifacts 

3 self-selected, pre-approved primary and secondary historical and scientific documents 

Optional (for supplemental skills-building): Kolln, Martha. Rhetorical Grammar. 3rd Edition. Allyn and Bacon: 

Massachusetts, 1999. 

 

Skills Assessed 

The purpose of the AP English Language and Composition course is to enable students to read complex texts with 

understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers. 

 

Upon completing the AP English Language and Composition course students should be able to: 

• analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical 

strategies and techniques; 

• apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing; 

• create and sustain arguments based on readings, research and/or personal experience; 

• write for a variety of purposes; 

• produce expository, analytical and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central idea and 

develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations 

and clear transitions; 

• demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own 

writings; 

• demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources; 

• move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, 

drafting, revising, editing and review; 

• write thoughtfully about their own process of composition; 

• revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience; 

• analyze image as text; and 

• evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers. 

 

Types of Assignments 

Weekly Writing 

• Class Discussion: This course is taught online through ongoing, threaded whole class discussions, small group 

discussions, and student—teacher discussions. Students will write informally, discussing weekly reading, in these 

threads. 

• Thesis Writing: Every week students will receive argumentative prompts and will write a thesis statement in 

response to the prompt. Some of these practice drills will develop into full essays.  

• *Analytical Snapshots: In addition to discussing weekly reading in discussion threads students will respond to 

one reading through a short analytical snapshot, where they will summarize and analyze the text in 2 

paragraphs, list new vocabulary, and list stylistic/rhetorical features. These short writings will help students 

practice their analytical skills.  



• Composition Journal: Maintain a collection of written responses to in-class, formative assignments designed to 

help you examine your own thinking, reading and writing processes and improve them. This will include 40-60 

timed, on-demand formal and informal writing prompts per semester. To meet the standards for evaluation on 

this you must: 

o save journal online 

o organize entries clearly for easy retrieval when requested 

o meet individual assignment requirements 

 

 

Projects 

• Student Led Discussions: Students will work in small groups to develop discussion questions and to moderate a 

threaded discussion for several units. 

• Essay Writing: Students will be introduced to each type of essay by completing a group essay. This will allow 

students the opportunity to work, think, and write together, as well as revise & edit together. These essays will 

be drafted in stages and will receive peer and teacher feedback during and after drafting. The groups will also 

submit a short metacognitive reflection on the essay submitted to build self-awareness of strengths and areas 

for improvement. 

• Visual Research Project: Students will search the internet for websites and visual media that relates to the 

text(s) of study. They will present their findings in discussion threads, where classmates can view & respond to 

the visual media, synthesizing the text of study and the visual text.  

 

Writing Assignments 

• Rhetorical Modes Modeling Assignments: Students will read a variety of rhetorical modes & will write short 

narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative essays on topics of their choice, modeling the writing style 

of favorite writers studied.  

• Essays: Analysis, Argumentative, and Synthesis: Students will write essays of various length, in response to the 

reading, either analyzing the text, arguing (supporting, refuting, qualifying) in response to the text, or 

synthesizing texts. These essays will require MLA in text citations for sources used. These essays will be either 

drafted in stages or written as multiple drafts, with peer and teacher feedback during the writing process and in 

response to the writing. The students will also submit a short metacognitive reflection on the essay submitted to 

build self-awareness of strengths and areas for improvement. 

• Argumentative Research Paper: Students will complete an argumentative research paper, stemming from any 

class readings of choice, synthesizing class readings and outside sources into an argumentative research paper. 

They will use print and non-print sources and use MLA format for in text citations and works cited. The essay will 

be either drafted in stages with peer and teacher feedback during the writing process and in response to the 

writing.  

 

Test Preparation 

• Close Reading/Analysis Strategies Practice: Students will learn a variety of close reading & analysis strategies. 

They will post, in public forums or in threaded discussions, their close reading/analysis of text (in all its forms), 

for practice with specific strategies. 

• Outlining Exercises: Students will practice planning & timing for AP test by timed, short outlining exercises using 

analytical, argumentative, and synthesis essay prompts. 

• Timed Essays: Students will practice timing for AP test by writing timed essays using analytical, argumentative, 

and synthesis essay prompts. 

• Multiple Choice Practice: Students will practice timing for AP test by completing short, timed multiple choice 

practice.  

 

Projects Required: 

* FINAL PORTFOLIO - Cover letter, choose the major essays and all previous drafts 

• Cover letter (2-3 pages) explaining why you selected the essays and reflecting on your writing.  



• Select ONE of the major essays to revise and submit for final assessment in FINAL form 

• 3-5 selected shorter assignments in FINAL form 

• Include ALL drafts of each of the four essays with comments, preliminary assessments and corrections 

 

Grading 

Point Range Grade Percent 

700 - 650 A 93% 

649 - 630 A- 90% 

629 - 609 B+ 87% 

608 - 581 B 83% 

580 - 560 B- 80% 

559 - 539 C+ 77% 

538 - 511 C 73% 

510 - 490 C- 70% 

489 - 420 D 60% 

419 - 0  F 59% 

 

 

 


